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Words with silent b at the beginning

20 octobre 2015 MSL Pronunciation Based on some other lists that I have found on the internet, I have created a list of words with silent letters. Sometimes, there seems to be a sort of rule, sometimes it is just one word that is pronounced differently. I have marked the latter with an asterisk. Where I have indicated a rule, please keep in mind that

there might be exceptions to this rule. Do not hesitate to comment this article so that I can improve this list. Thanks! B words ending in -mb climb, numb,plumb, comb, thumb, tomb, crumb, lamb, bomb, dumb words with -bt debt, doubt, subtle C words with -cq- acquit, acquire words with -sc- muscle, scissors
words with -ct- indict, victual * czar E all words ending with an -e- give, more, clue, hope, fate, site G words starting with -gn- gnome, gnash, gnarl words ending with -gn- align, reign, sign, resign, foreign, design words with -ght- thought, daughter, light, might, right, sight, fight, eight words ending
with -gh- weigh, sleigh, though, through * champagne, diaphragm H words starting with -h- hour, honor, heir, honest words starting with -wh- where, why, when, what, whether, white, while, whistle  * khaki, exhaust, exhibition, ghost I Dbusiness K words starting with -kn- know, knead, knot,
knife, knicker, knight, knock, knitting, knee, knuckle L words with -al- + consonant half, salmon, almond, calf, chalk, calm, talk, palm, walk  words with -ould- would, should, could words with -olk- folk, yolk M * mnemmonic N words finishing with -mn autumn, solemn, damn, hymn, column
P words starting with -ps- pseudonym,, psychology, psychiatrist, psychotic * receipt, pneumonia S * island, isle, viscount, aisle, debris T French words ending in -t- ballet, buffet, rapport, gourmet words with -st- asthma, listen, castle, whistle, fasten words with -ft- often, soften U words with -
gue- ou -gua- guard, guest, catalogue, tongue, colleague, guide, dialogue, guess words with -ui- building, biscuit , guilt, guitar, guide W words starting with -wr- write, wreck, wrestle, wrong, wrinkle, wrap words starting with -wh- who, whom, whore, whole, whose * two, sword, answer ""When "1" goes dark A dark "1", in

linguistic jargon, is one pronounced with the back of the tongue raised. In English, it is found after vowels, as in the words full or pole. This tongue raising can go so far that the "l" ends up sounding like a "w". People frown on this in non-standard dialects such as cockney. But the "1" in folk, talk and walk used to be pronounced. Now almost everyone
uses a "w" instead- we effectively say fowk, tawk and wawk. This process is called velarisation. "" At the risk of being not so subtle, I LOVE THE WORD "SUBTLE"! Why? Because its history illuminates the fascinating evolution of English. The ancient Romans used the adjective "subtilis" to describe fabric that was finely woven and gossamer-like, the
kind of delicate material that might be used for a veil. "Subtilis" was a contraction of "subtexilis," from "sub" (under) and "texare" (to weave), so it literally meant "underwoven." The Latin "subtilis" migrated into Old French as "soutil," meaning "thin, fine, delicate." Somewhere on this journey north, "subtilis" lost its "b," but not its meaning. Then,
during the Norman invasion of the 11th century, "soutil" jumped the Channel to Britain, where it landed in English as "sotil." Soon the meaning of "sotil" expanded from "physical delicacy" to the modern abstract meanings "difficult to detect, elusive." Our little immigrant heroine "sotil" was cruising along in English very nicely, thank you, until the
1600s. Enter the Latinists. (Cue menacing bass viols.) During the 1600s, a group of British scholars, obsessed by their new-found passion for classical languages, began respelling many English words to reflect their Latin roots. So, because "sotil" was derived from the Latin "subtilis," these fussy academics insisted on re-inserting a "b" in "sotil,"
rendering it as "subtle." The silent "b" in several other English words reflects this same process. "Debt" and "doubt," for instance, were originally "dette" and "doute" in English. But because they derived from the Latin "debitum" and "dubitare," respectively, the Latin "b" was crammed back into them to create their modern spellings. Likewise, "plumb"
(exactly vertical, true) was originally "plum," but its "b" was restored because it derived from the Latin "plumbum," meaning "lead" (the metal). Oddly enough, other words containing the silent "b" never lost their "b" when moving from Latin to French to English. "Bomb" changed from "bombus" to "bombe" to "bomb," while "tomb" transmuted from
"tumba" to "tumbe" to "tomb." And "dumb" derives, not from Latin, but from the Old High German "tumb." Why did some words lose their silent "b" while other words did not? On this question, history will always silent be. S'inscrire a la newsletter Pour étre informé des derniers articles, inscrivez vous : A lot of English words have a silent 'b' or a silent
'p' in them. They can be tricky. Let's walk through some examples. Silent 'b' When words have the letters 'mb’, sometimes the 'b' is silent . Take a look: thumb plumber tomb climb Sometimes the letters 'bt' have a silent 'b'. These words are pronounced with just the 't' sound. Take a look: subtle debt doubt Silent 'p' Some words have a silent 'p' in
them. These words can be a little hard! ® You should read them over and over to memorize them. receiptA receipt is a record of a sale. corpsA corps is a large group of people, like a military group. coupA coup is when one government takes over another in the same country. cupboardA cupboard is small cabinet for storing things. raspberry
pneumoniaPneumonia is a disease in the lungs that makes it hard to breathe. psychiatristA psychiatrist is a doctor that treats mental illnesses. Can you spell these words? & Try the practice to see. There are English words that start with the letter B in spelling but that don't start with the "B sound" /b/ in speech, but not very many, and none of them is
very common. An example is bdellium, from Greek, although Wiktionary indicates that some people use a "nonstandard" pronunciation /'b(a)deliom/ that does start with the sound /b/. (Compare the fairly common, but I would say nonstandard, pronunciation of yttrium as /jitriem/ "yittrium" instead of /itriem/ "ittrium".) The existence of complicated
spellings in English is largely based on etymological factors, but there are too many to explain in one answer post on this site. There are a number of good books about the ways English spelling is related to English pronunciation; e.g. Dictionary of the British English Spelling System by Greg Brooks (despite the title, much in that book is relevant to
any variety of English, and you can view it for free online.) I would say that sound changes are one of the main things to consider as possible explanations for the patterns of present-day English spelling. For example, sound changes related to palatalization are responsible for the somewhat complex relationship between spellings like "c", "k", "ch", "g"
and sounds like /k/, /s/, /t§/, /g/, /d3/. Not all of these sound changes occurred in English: the use of "g" as a spelling for the sound /d3/ (as in the word "gentle") is based on a French sound change that turned inherited /g/ sounds into /d3/ in certain contexts. (Modern French has further changed /d3/ into /3/, but most English words of French origin are
too old to have been affected by that French sound change.) I can't think of any sound changes like this that have affected word-initial /b/ sounds in English or any language that has significantly influenced it. It's not impossible in principle for a sound change to affect word-initial /b/ and thereby complicate a language's spelling system: in Irish, the
digraph "bh" is used to represent the consonant sounds /w/~/v¥/ and /vJ/, which developed from weakening of the "b sounds" /b3¥/ and /b)/ in certain contexts. As a result, certain types of words in Irish show alternation between initial "b" and "bh" depending on the grammatical context, such as bean "woman" (pronounced with /b¥/) and an bhean "the
woman" (pronounced with /vi/). (The "b/bh" alternation is one of several grammatical "consonant mutations" occurring in Irish words.) Hi everyone, and welcome back to Seattle Learning Academy's American English Pronunciation Podcast. My name is Mandy, and this is our 41st episode. Don't forget, our first video podcast will be released in just a
couple of days, on January 1, 2009.I decided to start talking about a few odd silent letters that seem to get missed when many non-native speakers are first learning English. The accidental addition of these silent sounds won't usually cause miscommunication; it'll just make you sound a little more fluent if you are aware of these small rules.Today I'm
going to talk about the silent b in the mb spelling, like the word climb c-1-i-m-b. The silent b in the mb spelling only happens at the ends of words, and it only happens in about 10 words. But I want you to know about it. Just because you see the b at the end of the word does not mean that you need to say it. The final sound in the word climb is the m
sound, not a b sound: climb, not climb(b)The rule is simple: if a word ends in the letters mb, the b is silent. Lets look at some examples. I already told you the word climb. Some others are thumb, comb, crumb, lamb, limb, bomb, and dumb.I want to make it clear that we can still add the necessary grammatical suffixes to the word. So the b is silent in
climb, climbs, climbed, and even climber. The word no longer ends in mb, but the b is still silent because the original root word ended in mb.It isn't unusual that words with surprising pronunciations are quite old. This set of 'mb' words has been around for quite a long time, most of them since Middle, or even Old English. Middle English was spoken
from the 11th to the 15th century, and Old English started way back in the 5th century.Remember, the silent b in the mb spelling rule is just for the end of the word, so don't start skipping the b in words like number, combine, or... remember.Just in case you're interested, I'll put the list of 'mb' words up with the transcripts to this episode, along with
the origin of the word. That is, just in case any of you find that interesting like I do. All transcripts can be found on Pronuncian.com (p-r-o-n-u-n-c-i-a-n.com). Just click the podcasts link on the right hand side of the page.You can learn other interesting things by going to the site and reading through any of the nearly 100 lessons, or through the forum
posts. Remember, you can always start your own topic, too, if there is an English question you're wondering about. Of course, we'd love to have you comment on some ongoing topics as well.That's all for today, everyone. Thanks for listening, and have a wonderful and safe holiday season!This has been a Seattle Learning Academy digital publication.
Seattle Learning Academy is where the world comes to learn.Bye-bye-mb word originsnumb: Middle Englishcomb: Old English/Germanicdumb: Old English/Germanicjamb: Middle English/Frenchthumb: Old Englishbomb: Frenchcrumb: Old Englishlamb: Old English/Germaniclimb: Middle English/Frenchclimb: Old English These types of words with
silent letters are hard to spell because they cannot be heard when the word is spoken.For these types of words, it is necessary to learn and remember the silent letters. Silent b is introduced in the word ‘lamb’. To help remember this silent letter, there is a story of how the word was originally spelt - lambaz - in old Germanic. Over time the ‘baz’ at the
end of the word was dropped from the pronunciation but the ‘b’ remained in the spelling of the word. The word ‘kambaz’ is the old Germanic word for 'comb' and a similar thing happened to this word too. The word 'bomb' was originally ‘bombus’, a Latin word that described a booming sound. The ‘us’ has been dropped but the ‘b’ remained. Another
word that was used by the Anglo-Saxons was ‘climban’ - which has dropped the ‘an’ but kept the ‘b’. Finally, two words from the Latin language, 'plumb' and 'doubt’, are explained.This short film is from the BBC series, Wonderful Words, a series of animated clips to support vocabulary knowledge. The English language can be so cruel. Just when we
think we’ve got everything under control—from the silent G in sign and gnat, to the use of GH instead of F in tough—it throws another curveball our way.Besides the silent E, there is another big one. The silent B.When it comes to English, one thing is certain: rules are made to be broken. For every rule our ancestors made to teach us how to
pronounce a word, we’ve got a host of exceptions to prove them wrong. Why do we pronounce the B in crumble, but leave it out in crumb? Why do we honor the B in limber, but pretend it doesn’t exist in limb?And why don’t we just stop spelling words with a silent letter in them, anyway?In this article we’ll explore why words with silent B exist at all—
and how to navigate the minefield of silent letters. We’ve even got a list of the frustrating B words that continue to bamboozle us at every turn (but bamboozle isn’t one of them).Why The Silent Treatment?Generally speaking, the silent B in English words wasn’t always silent. Pronunciation changed over the centuries—as is the case with bomb, which
was originally pronounced bomba. Climban was the original word for climb, and both climban and bomba pronounced their Bs. By the 1300s, our ancestors had done away with some of the un-trendy extra syllables, but (confusingly) held onto the extra B. Spelling and pronunciation weren’t always logical—as many of us who are trying to learn English
can attest.Without a DoubtLet’s take the word doubt, for example. This comes from the Old French doute—which has its roots in the Latin dubitare. By the time it reached English, it had already dropped the B, except if we described someone as being dubious.English scholars in the 1500s decided that the right move would be to honor its Latin roots
by including the B in there somewhere. Doute became doubte. Interestingly, the E was dropped later as it was considered a waste of effort and space, but the B remained.Away With The Debt of EtymologyAnother example of meddlesome scholars comes with the word debt.It comes from the Old French word dette, which was adopted as-is into Middle
English. Scholars realized that the word came from the Latin term debitum (there’s the pesky B) and so they decided to add a B into the English version. Latin was the language of the educated and upper class, so although we took many words from other languages, we appear to have been committed to making them look as much like Latin as
possible.Since many people could neither read nor write in the Middle Ages, it didn’t make that much difference to the masses—but allowed the great minds of the time to hold to their Latin loyalties. French scholars followed suit for a short time, but dropped the pesky B—unlike us.ConclusionMany English words are a bit of an etymological mess.
Because we adopted words that sounded French and spelled them as though they were Latin, we ended up with a Latin B for no modern reason at all.So the next time you hesitate on a word like lamb, climb, or subtle (all words with silent B) you can thank early English scholars for making your English learning journey a little more adventurous.Ready
to feel really confused? Check out our list of English words with a silent B.List of Words With Silent BSilent B at the end (usual case)womb, tomb, thumb, thumb, succumb, subtle, plumb, numb, limb, lamb, jamb, dumb, doubt, debt, crumb, comb, climb, bomb, aplombSilent B at the startlt’s a fact that there are some words with silent B at the start, but
they are extremely rare. Here are the ones we were able to find.bdellometer, bdellium, bdellatomy
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